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Itis good to celebrate significant anniversaries and to reflect on important moments in
history, especially for places for which we have an association or an affection.

Rather like next year will be the 150th anniversary of the inauguration of what was then
known as St Luke’s FC, two years later becoming a founder member of the Football
League, as Wolverhampton Wanderers.

Since my first appointment as a priest at St Michael’s in Coalwqgy Road in the summer
of 1996, and firstly going to Wolves games as a neutral, | have been a Wolves supporter.

Itis the proximity to the Molineux of this Church of Ss Peter & Paul that over the years

~ has caused me much consternation as a succession of Parish Priests who wake up
each morning overlooking that hallowed ground have had not the slightest interest even
in the game, let alone the neighbouring club.

I would like to thank Monsignor Mark Crisp and the current clergy here at Ss Peter &
Paul, Fr Gerry and Deacon Jonathan, for arranging this gathering of prayer, and to
Monsignor Mark and to Aaron Humphriss for inviting us to consider the history of this
place and some of the people associated with it, not least Bishop John Milner.

It has already been noted that much of Milner’s life was given over to paving the way for
Catholic Emancipation which happened just years after his death, in 1829.

As Catholics, we look towards two anniversaries in the coming years: 2029 which will
be the 200th anniversary of Catholics being allowed to resume public office in this
country, and then, in 2033, recalling the public ministry of Jesus, 2000 years since the
Great Commission to proclaim the Gospel to all nations and the Gift of the Holy Spirit
as its inspiration. Surely a year of celebration and events that we would want to mark
together.

This Church of Ss Peter & Paul has in its origins the need to hide faith away, behind the
facade of Giffard House, in a tradition of resistant houses here in the Midlands and
across the country.

[t is not unconnected to the tendency for Catholics not to be terribly outgoing in talking
about their faith.



But the Apostles Peter & Paul, whose great Feast we celebrate today, give us a legacy of
bold proclamation of faith in the risen Jesus. This came not without some major bumps
in the road for both of them.

But through their intercession, we can ask that following in the footsteps of Bishop
Milner and so many good people of faith who have worshipped in this area, we may be
strong and fearless in acknowledging them place of Christ in our lives and bringing hope
to many in this city who might look to faith communities to be heralds of Good News.

Despite the faith needing to be protected on this site at its beginnings, there are some
good examples of faith being lived out in a very public way not least through the
enduring and courageous witness of the Good Shepherd Ministry in Wolverhampton
over so many years.

Itis also good to note that Bishop Milner Catholic College, our Secondary School in
nearby Dudley, together with St Edmund’s and Our Lady & St Chad’s Catholic
Academies here in this city are places where the Gospelis lived out by young people
who are Christian-centred pilgrims of hope with kind hearts, questioning minds, a thirst
for knowledge and a hunger for justice.

The work of education across our Faith schools is a force for good in our city.
On this special day, it is a pleasure to gather as Christians from St Peter’s Church and
Ss Peter & Paul Church to sing the praises of God and to witness to our one, holy,

Catholic and apostolic faith.

[ wish you all a most blessed and joy-filled Feast!



