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Vespers for the Solemnity of  

Saints Peter and Paul 
marking 200 years since the death of Bishop Milner 

 
 
 
 
 

Bishop John Milner, a prominent English Catholic prelate and theological defender of the 
faith, died on April 19, 1826, at the age of 73. He lived in Giffard House and served as 
the Vicar Apostolic of the Midland District and was a major figure in the emancipation of 
Catholics in England. On his death he bequeathed the funds for the extension of the nave 
as it is seen today. 
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Welcome and Historical Introduction 
Given by Mgr Mark Crisp and Aaron Humphriss 
 

Introduction to the Hour 
 

 
 

Hymn 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who like me his praise should sing? 
Praise him, praise him, 
praise him, praise him, 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise him for his grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress. 
Praise him still the same forever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise him, praise him, 
praise him, praise him, 
Glorious in his faithfulness.  

Father-like he tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame he knows. 
In his hands he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him, praise him, 
praise him, praise him, 
Widely as his mercy flows. 
 

Angels help us to adore him; 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him, praise him, 
praise him, praise him, 
Praise with us the God of grace.
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Psalm 115 Thanksgiving in the Temple 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Father, precious in your sight is the death of the saints, but precious above all is the love 
with which Christ suffered to redeem us. In this life we fill up in our own flesh what is 
still lacking in the sufferings of Christ; accept this as our sacrifice of praise, and we shall 
even now taste the joy of the new Jerusalem.

I trusted, even when I said: 
‘I am sorely afflicted,’ 
and when I said in my alarm: 
‘No man can be trusted.’ 
 
How can I repay the Lord 
for his goodness to me? 
The cup of salvation I will raise; 
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people. 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his faithful. 
 

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
you have loosened my bonds. 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make; 
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 



 4 

Psalm 125 Gladness and hope in the Lord 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord, you have raised us from the earth; may you let the seeds of justice, which we 
have sown in tears, grow and increase in your sight. May we reap in joy the harvest 
we hope for patiently. 

When the Lord delivered Sion from bondage, 
it seemed like a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
on our lips there were songs. 
 
The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 
the Lord worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap. 
 
They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, they come back, full of song, 
carrying their sheaves. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 



 

Ephesians 1 God the Saviour 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 
 
He chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. 
 
He destined us in love to be his sons  

through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 
to the praise of his glorious grace 
which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace 
which he lavished upon us. 
 
He has made known to us in all wisdom 

and insight 
the mystery of his will 
according to his purpose 
which he set forth in Christ. 
 
His purpose he set forth in Christ 
as a plan for the fullness of time, 
to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
 

 



 

Reading  1 Corinthians 15:3-5, 8 
 

In the first place, I taught you what I had been taught myself, namely that Christ died 
for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that he was buried, and that he was 
raised to life on the third day, in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared 
first to Cephas and secondly to the Twelve and last of all he appeared to me too. 
 

Anthem 
Locus Iste, Anton Bruckner 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Homily 
Given by Bishop Timothy Menezes 

 
Magnificat 
Magnificat in F Major, George Dyson  

 
 

 
Intercessions  
After each intercession, we respond: 
Lord, be with your people. 
 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Bishop: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

 
 
 
 
 
Bishop: Almighty, ever-living God, you give us the great joy of devoting this day to 
the honour of the apostles Peter and Paul. grant that your Church may follow their 
teaching to the full, because these are the men who first taught us to worship you in 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and 
ever.  
All: Amen.  
 
 
 
Bishop: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
Bishop: May Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
Bishop: Go in the peace of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 



 

Recessional Hymn 
Kabiyesi o 
Hosanna o 
Eyin Jesu Kristi 
Oba Aiku 
 
E gbe ga, e gbe ga, 
E gbe ga, e gbe ga 
E yin Jesu, e yin Jesu 
E yin Jesu, O Jesu Kristi 
 
Wakayin Jesu 
Arami o 
Oba mimo Jesu 
Oba airi 
 
Wa juba Jesu 
Oluwa o 
Yin olodumare 
Oba aiku 
 

O baingi jiye o  
Oluwa o 
Wagbope wa gbayin 
Awa omore 
 
Angeeli l'orun 
Ebawa yin 
Eyin Jesu Kristi 
Oba aiku 
 
Alleluia si o 
Oluwa o 
Ope, ola, iyin 
Fun olubukun 
 
Hosanna 
Halleluia 
Egi Jesu Kristi 
Oba aiku 
 

After the celebration of Vespers, everyone is invited to visit the Crypt of our church, where 
Bishop Milner is buried. You may wish to use this prayer: 
 
God our Father, we give thanks for the ministry of Bishop John Milner, who spent 
his life in the service of the Catholic mission here in Wolverhampton and across the 
Midlands. Through his ceaseless efforts and those of his fellow missionaries, the 
Catholic Church was eventually re-established in our land. We ask you Father, to give 
us the same love he had for Jesus Christ and the same zeal he had in his mission, so 
that we may too share our faith with our brothers and sisters. We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever Amen.   


