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WELCOME to the Lent 2020
issue of The Sower magazine.
I hope you and your families are
well and ready for this great
season of grace. 

The New Year was tinged with
sadness as we said goodbye to
several of our clergy, including
Canon Gerry Breen and Father
Brian Doolan, former Deans of St
Chad’s Cathedral. 

May all rest in peace with our
Heavenly Father, and may their
loved ones find strength and
comfort in the memories they
shared and in the promise of the
Resurrection.

A tribute to Canon Breen can
be found on page 10.

In January I was delighted to
hear the news that Canon David
Oakley, the Rector of St Mary’s
College, Oscott, had been chosen
by the Holy Father to be the 13th
Bishop of Northampton.

Although we shall miss him
greatly this is wonderful news for
Canon David, and for
Northampton. I will take your
thoughts and prayers with
me when I attend his
Episcopal Ordination on
March 19.

Keeping with the theme
of Oscott, four of our
seminarians will be
ordained at St Chad’s
Cathedral this July.

This will be a wonderful
occasion for the Archdiocese, and
I ask you to keep Alex Taylor,
Benedict Skipper, Clive Dytor and
Sean Gough in your prayers.

You can meet the seminarians
on pages 12 and 13.

Indeed, we will be welcoming a
total of seven new priests to serve
in our parishes as we welcome
Father Marco Egawhary, Father
Ryan Service and Father John
Waters back from Rome following
the completion of their studies.
You will recall they were
ordained last summer.

Throughout this year we will
continue to support The God

Who Speaks scripture initiative,
which our Archdiocese is
embracing positively.

Parishes and schools are
hosting a variety of events and I
particularly encourage you to
attend this summer’s Flower
Festival at St Chad’s Cathedral.

This will be a highlight of the
year-long initiative with a strong
focus on St Matthew’s Gospel –
which is also the subject of
weekly reflections and picture
meditations on our website. See
page 11 for more details.

Many of you will remember
the joyous Thanksgiving Mass for
Marriage which was held at the

cathedral last year and saw an
incredible 6,500 years of marriage
celebrated. I am delighted that
two Masses will take place this
May to coincide with Marriage
Week, and to accommodate the
large numbers of participants we
are expecting.

If you are celebrating a
milestone marriage this year, or
are preparing to marry, you are
warmly invited to join this very
special occasion. Please see page
eight for more information.

May will also see our annual
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. I
encourage all to consider joining
us. Whether you are a returning

pilgrim or a first-time visitor,
there is no place like Lourdes. 

It’s an experience where you
come closer to Our Lady and she
leads you closer to her son.
Details of how you can be part of
this experience are on page nine.

As we rapidly approach Easter I
wish you and your family every
blessing for the joyous
Resurrection of our Lord.

You are in my prayers always.
With every blessing.
Yours devotedly in Christ.

BERNARD LONGLEY

By A R C H B I S H O P

Hope families are ready for
this great season of grace

To our
Diocesan
family,

W E L C O M E

ARISHIONERS and
pupils across the
Archdiocese are

responding enthusiastically to
Pope Francis’ call to live more
simply and to care for the
environment.

His Holiness makes the
connection in his Laudato Si’
Encyclical between loving the planet
and loving our neighbour, while
questioning the current “throwaway
culture”.

He calls on people to undertake an
ecological conversion and make lifestyle
changes in the light of global warming and
the damage it is causing, especially to the
most vulnerable people on the planet.

At Corpus Christi Church in Oxford and Our
Lady of Lourdes Church in Wheatley parishioners
have been inspired by sermons from parish priest
Canon Mervyn Tower to rise to the challenge.

They have achieved the Catholic Agency For
Overseas Development (CAFOD) Live Simply Award
by joining the Share the Journey project to show
solidarity with migrants, reducing their use of plastic,
recycling electronic devices and other items and
publishing the Live Simply Book of Recipes and Tips.

The well-received book, which celebrates the
parish’s multi-cultural community, was launched by
CAFOD Chairman, Bishop John Arnold, who said: “It
is a delight to see a parish so actively responding to
the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth as we
seek to protect our common home.”

Dr John Guy, chair of the book’s editorial group,
said: “Our Live Simply campaign is about changing
the way we think and following the scriptural
imperative to care for God’s creation.”

At Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School in
Coventry pupils have planted more than 100
saplings sourced from the Woodland Trust to create
an outdoor learning area. The school, which is part

of the
Romero
Catholic
Academy, has
recently set up an Eco
Council and an
environmental team led by Eco
Co-ordinator Michala Blackwell.

Michala said: “We are committed to take
the action that Pope Francis asked of us in order to
protect and save our environment.

“As a Catholic school we understand the need to
combat climate change. Our aim is to become more
environmentally friendly and make our piece of the
world a better place.”
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All action
response
to ‘Live
Simply’
message
to save
planet

Planting saplings at Good
Shepherd Primary in Coventry

are pupils Billie-Jo, Bella and
Ruiz with the school’s Eco

Co-ordinator Michala Blackwell.



first encountered St
Josephine Bakhita at a
school about 15 years
ago. She was one of

their house saints and I was so
impressed that they had gone
beyond the usual white,
European males from centuries
past and instead chosen an
African female of colour from
recent history. 

St Josephine Bakhita was born
in Darfur around 1869, to a
prosperous family. Tragically she
was stolen by slave traders aged
only seven or eight years old. 

She was bought and sold
many times over the next 12
years; her “owners” mistreated
her greatly, the trauma of which
caused her to forget her birth
name. 

In the 1880s she persuaded
her Italian owner to take her
with him when he returned to
Italy. When her owner decided to
revisit Sudan some years later,
they left Josephine and their
daughter in the care of the
Canossian sisters in Venice. 

It was whilst with these sisters
that Josephine first encountered
Christianity. When her ‘owner’
returned to collect their
daughter and Josephine, she
refused to leave the sisters, and
the sisters stood firm with
Josephine, forcing the case to
court. 

The courts ruled that because
slavery was outlawed in Sudan
prior to Josephine’s birth, and
because Italy did not recognise
slavery, Josephine had never
legally been a slave and was free
to choose her own destiny. She
chose to stay with the sisters. 

She was baptised in 1890 with
the names Josephine Margaret
and Fortunata, the Latin version
of Bakhita. In 1896 she took her
vows to become a Canossian
sister and spent the rest of her
life at a convent in Italy where
she worked with the community. 

She was popular for her
friendly smile and her sanctity.

She declared that if she ever met
her slavers, she would thank
them, for without their actions
she would not have become a
Christian. She died on 8th
February 1947 and was declared
a saint in 2000 by Pope John
Paul II, named as the
patron saint of slaves and
of Sudan.

Through my work at
St Chad’s Sanctuary last
year I was invited to
celebrate the launch of
the ‘Look Up’ campaign,
a partnership of the
Medaille Trust and the
Archdiocese of Birmingham
to raise awareness of
modern slavery.
The Sanctuary
works with
asylum
seekers

and refugees – tragically many of
the people we work with have
been victims of modern slavery,
so we welcome the partnership
wholeheartedly. 

I was delighted to see a large
portrait of St Josephine being

signed by both partners,
and the launch was

held on her feast
day, 8th February. 

I was moved to
remind my three
children of St
Josephine’s story and
I was touched that
my eldest daughter,

Beatrice, immediately
declared that her

name for her
upcoming

confirmation had to be Josephine
Bakhita. She carried out her own
research, producing the frame
pictured above. My daughter was
inspired by Josephine’s
determination and unswerving
faith in God, despite her
suffering. 

St Josephine Bakhita is the
patron saint of human trafficking
survivors. We may be fortunate
enough not to be enslaved in
body – however she can teach all
of us to not just tolerate but be
thankful for our struggles and,
just as she was delivered from
physical slavery, so can we be
delivered from spiritual slavery. 

I am humbled that a saint
whose life was so very different
from mine is now inextricably
linked with my family, my work
and is now not just my favourite
saint but my daughter’s as well.
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In a regular feature, The Sower asks people to
name their favourite saint and explain why the saint
is so important to them. Here, Abi Martin, Project
Manager at St Chad’s Sanctuary, Birmingham – a
place of welcome for asylum seekers and refugees
– chooses Saint Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint
of Sudan and human trafficking survivors.

My favourite
SAINT

Abi Martin with the frame produced
by her daughter Beatrice for her
Confirmation. The frame celebrates
the life of Saint Josephine Bakhita.
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THE members of a small rural
parish have been inspired by the
Divine Renovation programme to
defy difficult circumstances and
reach out to the wider
community.

The parishioners of St Michael
and St James in Haunton, near
Lichfield, have launched an
initiative to refurbish the disused
presbytery near their church as a
day retreat and prayer centre for
marginalised groups including
asylum seekers and the travelling
community.

The move is part of an
extraordinary turn-around in the
parish after they lost their priest
to ill health two years ago.

Inspired to step up to the mark

on their own the laity led services
themselves, supported by their
local Deacon, until they were
recently able to share a priest
with the neighbouring parish of
Barton-under-Needwood. 

Engaging with the community
they actively promoted the use of
the parish hall, have adopted an
open door initiative and
organised their own Alpha course
in the parish. “We were fired up

by the Holy Spirit to drive our
Mission forward,” said Tim
Empson, co-ordinator of the
Project Haunton team which is
driving forward the plan for the
Presbytery. 

N the last issue of The Sower I shared
with you my thoughts on some work
that was just beginning under the

heading of Towards a Diocesan Vision:
Unfolding God’s Plan. In this work we are all
called to look ahead to ensure our parishes
and deaneries are equipped for the future,
and to be, in the words of Pope Francis, a
‘community of missionary disciples’.

You may recall the four themes that are the
pillars of our work moving forward –
evangelisation, formation, worship and
sacramental life and charity and social
outreach. Running through each of these four
themes is a constant focus on our young
people and families.

As you read this latest issue of The Sower
we are beginning to consider the most
appropriate structures that serve our
Archdiocese. You will be aware that our
parishes are grouped together in deaneries –
18 in total. Each deanery is led by a Dean
appointed by me and in that role he has a

responsibility to support his fellow clergy
both pastorally and spiritually. 

In addition deaneries provide an important
opportunity for our clergy to come together
to share their experiences, and learn from and
support each other in their ministries.

As we look forward we are aware that we
need to consider how we respond to the likely
reduction in the number of diocesan clergy as
retirements outweigh the number of
ordinations. 

Some of you will be aware of the impact of
this already as you may be in a parish where
your priest is looking after more than one
parish. These changes are also likely to lead to
a review of our deaneries and so I have asked
the Deans to begin to give this some
consideration.

Such changes will continue to be a part of
our life of faith in the years to come and we
need to respond with an open and generous
heart. I believe that these changes provide us
with an opportunity to develop new ways of
experiencing and growing in our faith. 

Clergy and lay people in close co-operation
within our communities, sharing the
responsibility for bringing Christ’s message of
Good News to those around us, reaching out
to those in most need in our society – these
are at the heart of living out our faith. 

One parish beginning to explore how to
move from maintenance to mission is St
Michael and St James in Haunton (see story
below). Parishioners, with the support of
clergy, are looking at new and imaginative
ways of using their beautiful church in a rural
setting to support the Church’s mission.

As you read this I would encourage you to
pray to the Holy Spirit and seek his guidance
on how you can fulfil your calling to become
a missionary disciple in the life of your parish. 

Ensuring parishes and deaneries
are equipped for the future
I BERNARD LONGLEY

By A R C H B I S H O P

Co-ordinator of the Project Haunton team
Tim Empson outside the presbytery building

at St Michael and St James Church, Haunton.

Presbytery
set to be
converted to
day retreat
and prayer
centre 
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N organisation
which carries out
vital work in

raising awareness of the
spiritual needs of the frail
elderly – enabling carers to
support them in their
journey to the fullness of
life – has marked its 25th
anniversary.  

The Pastoral Care Project
is guided by the scripture:
“The spirit of the Lord has
been given to me, because
he has anointed me. He has
sent me to bring good news
to the poor.” Luke 4.18-19.  

It began its pioneering
work in 1994, leading
pastoral care including
Services of the Word and
Music in care settings and
is assisted by trained
volunteers from parishes
and churches in the
community. 

The service is run by
Project Leader Frances
Molloy who trained as a team
leader in the Light Out Of
Darkness Spirituality Retreat
Programme. 

As well as Frances and her
small, dedicated team based at
Coleshill, Warwickshire, a
board of trustees lend their
collective skills in a range of
areas to the Project – all
having experienced the effects of
dementia on an individual, family
or community. In addition, to
reinforce ties with the
Archdiocese, Bishop David
McGough was appointed lead
bishop to the Pastoral Care
Project in 2011.

Every year the Project hosts
and co-ordinates the Dementia
Prayer Week in the Archdiocese.
This year the event takes place
from 12-19 March.

Bishop McGough said: “Let this
prayer week become a link to the
many families struggling with
dementia. Prayer is a very
powerful way of connecting with
all concerned. Let us pray for, and
with, those whose lives have
been touched by dementia. In
this way we become one with

them, and with the Lord.” 
Supporting the charity’s

mission is Bishop David’s
“Dementia Family Prayer” and
Archbishop Bernard Longley’s
“Anointing of the Holy Spirit”
prayer, which feature in the
Dementia Family Ministry Prayer
Card produced for the 25th
anniversary.  

Frances said: “The beautiful

prayer card can be used every
day in any setting and is sold on
the Project’s behalf through
Redemptorist Publications.” 

Dementia Prayer Week is also
the Pastoral Care Project’s annual
appeal. Frances added: “Please
consider adopting it as one of
your Lent charities. People could
choose from organising a
collection, or some other event –

and there’s lots to choose from in
the official resource pack, which
can be downloaded for free.

“We are asking people to help
Spread the Word, touch hearts
and minds and support this
charity, which still retains its
humble service to the poor.” 

The charity also offers
additional resources from its
website to assist parishes, care
settings and schools.  

These include the powerful
talks given by the late Monsignor
Paul Watson in videos called
‘Dementia – New Creation’ which
gives a parish priest’s perspective,
and ‘Our Father’ which focuses
on spirituality and living
incarnationally.  

www.pastoralcareproject.org.uk

A

Pastoral Care Project Leader
Frances Molloy pictured by a

painting, The Finding of Christ
Child in the Temple by Sister

Annie Bromham, which was
specially commissioned to mark
Dementia Prayer Week in 2014.

Vital work supports
spiritual needs of the frail

Bishop David McGough

“
”

Prayer is a very powerful way of
connecting with all concerned. Let us
pray for, and with, those whose lives
have been touched by dementia
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O use a musical
metaphor, Christmas
and Easter are

celebrated in the chorus of Lent.
Saint John Henry Newman notes
that all of these seasons celebrate
“two great sacraments”. 

For him, Jesus’ birth makes us
appreciate our baptismal call to
be missionary disciples who
recognise that “to live is to
change and to be perfect is to
have changed often”. 

Saint John Henry was very
familiar with the Carol O Little
Town of Bethlehem which invites
Christ “to cast out our sin and
enter in – be born in us today”. 

He taught that Lent offers an
opportunity to grow in this desire
– as we respond to the spiritual
themes of conversion,
reconciliation and adoration. 

We are challenged to become
living gospels through prayer,
penance, holy communion and
the gift of our “time, talent and
treasure”, to those in need. 

Saint John Henry believed that
the Easter light of Christ’s risen
presence, in every Mass, shines
through us to those we meet if
we are willing to faithfully reflect
its rays through goodness.   

“The more numerous are our
acts of charity, self-denial,
forbearance, of course the more
will our minds be schooled into a
charitable, self-denying temper. 

“The more frequently our
prayers, the more humble, patient
and religious are our daily deeds,
this communion with God, these
holy works, will be the means of
making our hearts holy, and of
preparing us for the future
presence of God. 

“Outward acts done on
principle, create inward habits. 
I repeat, the separate acts of
obedience to the will of God, good

works as they are called, are of
service to us gradually severing us
from the world of sense, and
impressing our hearts with a
heavenly character.” 

(Parochial and Plain
Sermons VI, 15)

Saint John Henry is insightful
in his approach to Lent. Penances
must be carried out in a spirit of
love – rather than with a gloomy
face and complaining outlook. 

He advises us to set
challenging, but achievable,
targets. 

If we fail to do this we will
become downhearted and,
eventually, be led into the
temptation of giving up on our
chosen aims to honour Christ at
this time of year. 

“It is by going on quietly and
steadily, with the thought of Him
in our mind’s eye, that by little
and little we shall gain something
of warmth, light, life and love. 

“We shall not perceive ourselves
changing. It will be like the
unfolding of the leaves in spring. 

“You do not see them grow; you
cannot, by watching, detect it... so

it is with our souls; not indeed
every morning, but at certain
periods we are able to see that we
are more alive and religious than
we were, though during the
interval we were not conscious that
we are advancing.”

(Parochial and
Plain Sermons VI, 4)

Let us ask Saint John Henry
Newman to pray with, and for, us
this Lent and Easter. 

May we grow in the grace of
what it means to live like Jesus
each day.

Penances must be done in a spirit
of love – not with a gloomy face

Father Peter Conley
with his book
Newman: A Human
Harp of Many Chords.

T

Father Peter Conley’s book on Saint John Henry Newman, which was published last
November, is a fascinating introduction to Newman’s life and thought. Entitled
Newman: A Human Harp of Many Chords, it is the fruit of a decade’s research. Here,
Father Peter, who is based at Saint Patrick’s Church in Coventry, writes about Saint
John Henry’s thoughts on Lent.
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ARRIAGE and family life
are paramount in the life
of the Church –

and Lianne Pap is dedicated
to promoting their
importance. As the
Archdiocese’s Marriage and
Family Life Co-ordinator she
celebrates the family as the
“domestic church”, the place
where we experience love
and learn to grow in faith.

Lianne’s work supports the
pastoral accompaniment of
families through all the seasons
of life: from conception to
birth, childhood years, young
adults, married life and single as
well as elderly years.

“Regardless of what stage of
family life you are at, the Church
should be a source of support
and encouragement to allow
family life to flourish in people’s
local communities,” she said.

Lianne stresses that Marriage
and Family Life underpin all four
pillars of the Diocesan vision.

Marriage is one of the four
Vocations of the Catholic church
where people answer the call
from God, the call to love.

“For a couple marrying within
the Church the wedding day is
something far more than just
beginning a lifelong journey
together, it is them fully
answering their vocation and
answering their individual calls
to Holiness,” said Lianne.

She has arranged two more
Thanksgiving Masses for
Marriage following the
overwhelming success of the
inaugural Mass in 2019.

The new dates have been
specifically chosen to coincide
with Marriage Week UK which
runs from May 11-17.

Having two dates in 2020
gives us extra capacity and also
provides the opportunity for
family members to come along to
the Masses and share in the
celebration.

Factors in the success of the
first event included a focus in the
run-up to the Mass on finding

the longest married couple – five
had been wedded more than 70
years – and witness from couples
whose stories were shared to
encourage attendance.

Engaged couples are being
encouraged to attend the Masses
so they can discover the reality
of a lifelong commitment simply

by talking to the married couples.
Although joyous occasions

such as marriage or the birth of a
child are causes for celebration,
Lianne’s role highlights the
importance of also remembering
the more difficult ministries. 

Initiatives which have been
launched in the Archdiocese

include pastoral care for divorced
and separated (restoredlives.org)
and for people recovering from
trauma of abortion
(rachelsvineyard.org.uk), for
marriages facing difficulties
(retrouvaille.org.uk), baby loss
awareness (lifecharity.org.uk/
baby-loss-matters) and 
adoption and fostering
(homeforgood.org.uk). 

Lianne’s busy schedule has
recently included attending a
conference in Rome for the
Pastoral Care of the Elderly.

She is currently planning to
launch an initiative to support
grandparents in the Archdiocese,
highlighting their vital role
within the family and focusing
on passing on the faith to future
generations.

M

The Church gives life-long pastoral
support for marriage and families

Lianne Pap

“
”

Regardless of what stage of family
life you are at, the Church should be 
a source of support and encouragement
to allow family life to flourish 
in people’s local communities

Marriage and Family Life Co-ordinator
Lianne Pap with an icon of the Holy Family.

Lent 2020  The Sower 9

OURDES is a place
where praying is natural,
a place of Eucharistic

devotion where the scripture
comes to life. Here, pilgrims
young and old find those things
which are eternal and essential to
faith and life.

For 2020 the theme is “I am
the Immaculate Conception”. This
comes from the 16th apparition,
when Bernadette asked ‘the lady’
who she was. “I am the
Immaculate Conception” was her
reply. 

These extraordinary words
remind us that God preserved the
Virgin Mary from sin so that she
could be the Mother of His Son –
the Word made flesh.

The life of St Bernadette gives
us an example of how we may
actively respond to the God who
speaks to each one of us.

2020 will be a special

pilgrimage for the Archdiocese of
Birmingham as we celebrate the
canonisation of St John Henry
Newman by joining with other
pilgrimages from the United
Kingdom in a Mass of
Thanksgiving.

This year’s pilgrimage runs
from Saturday 23 – Friday 29
May. The pilgrimage package

includes flights or coaches, full
board accommodation and all the
fees associated with Lourdes. 

A pilgrim from last year’s trip
said: “This is the first time that
I’ve been with the Archdiocese 
of Birmingham... it’s been
wonderful. It’s been varied. The
programme’s been very well put
together. The music quality has

been superb. There’s been so
much friendship and welcome
and I’d very much love to come
and do it all again.”

To find out more, visit the new
Lourdes section on the Diocesan
website: www.birmingham
diocese.org.uk/lourdes-
pilgrimage or contact the
Lourdes Pilgrimage Office on
0121 230 6288.

● CALLING all nurses, doctors
and carers – we need you to
make this pilgrimage possible for
the pilgrims who need assistance.
Without your expertise we
cannot give as many pilgrims the
wonderful experience of Lourdes.

This is an opportunity for you
to do something new and to
make a real difference for these
travellers. 

Please contact 0121 230 6288
if you think you can support us.

L WE’RE looking ahead to another Lourdes pilgrimage
this year, when the diocese goes together as a family to
this wonderful shrine to Our Lady.

Would you consider coming again with us? You’ll
know what a wonderful experience it is. 

If you haven’t been, would you think about coming?
You’ll feel at home with all of us as fellow pilgrims –
there are 700-800 of us each year.

It’s an experience where you come closer to Our
Lady and she leads you closer to her son.

Archbishop BERNARD LONGLEY

A call to Lourdes where Our Lady
leads pilgrims closer to her son

Archbishop Bernard pictured at
last year’s Lourdes pilgrimage with
a group from St Thomas More
Catholic Academy, Stoke-on-Trent.
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RIBUTES have been paid to a “lively,
cheerful and faith-led” priest and
pilgrim who devoted his life to God

and dedicated his time to supporting the
people of the Archdiocese.

Canon Gerry Breen served as Dean and
Parish Priest of St Chad’s Cathedral from 2010
until the end of 2018 and was Honorary
Canon of Lichfield Cathedral.

Prior to that, he had served in parishes in
Stourport and at Holy Trinity in Sutton
Coldfield, as assistant priest and parish priest. 

For more than 20 years, Canon Gerry was
also the Director of the Archdiocese of
Birmingham Lourdes Pilgrimage and in that
capacity he was appointed as an Honorary
Chaplain of the Lourdes Sanctuary.

Following his death on 22nd December
after a long illness, his funeral service took
place at St Chad’s Cathedral in January and
was attended by hundreds of people.

Archbishop Bernard Longley was principal
celebrant and delivered the Homily. He said:
“It is impossible to reflect on God’s
forgiveness and mercy or on the principle
reason for celebrating this Requiem Mass
without capturing for a moment an image of
the lively, cheerful and faith-led character for
whose life we give thanks and for whose
eternal happiness among the blessed we are
praying.

“To say that Canon Gerry loved to be in the
midst of things – in the thick of the action,
where people were gathered together with a
common purpose and where their energies
were focussed – isn’t a casual observation
about his personality.

“These characteristics reveal a deeper truth
about his life. Through his baptism and at the
heart of his vocation he was driven by an
inner calling to follow the Master who knows
us through and through and who wants the
best for us.”

Among those who knew him well and paid
tribute were Dr Patricia Crosby, former
Medical Director of the Lourdes Pilgrimage.
She first met him on a train platform in Calais
in the early 1980s. 

She recalls: “He was a student at Oscott and
working as a brancardier transferring patients
who were en route from Birmingham to
Lourdes on the Archdiocesan pilgrimage. I
was the doctor on duty that night on the
train.

“He travelled regularly on the Lourdes
pilgrimage when he was ordained, becoming,
eventually, the Spiritual Director for the rest
of his life. I was privileged to be a friend and
travelled with him several times to Rome,

notably when Archbishop Longley invited us
to accompany him when he received his
Pallium (a woollen vestment conferred by the
Pope on an Archbishop). Gerry was such fun
as a friend and a great tease. When we both
went to the clerical tailors Gammerelli’s, he to
order a cassock as he had been made a Canon
and me to order a cape as I had been made a
Dame, we nearly brought the shop to a
standstill with all the jokes.”

Kevin and Jane Goodyear got to know
Canon Gerry almost 20 years ago through
their shared love of Our Lady of Lourdes.

Chief Brancardier Kevin said: “Gerry was
loved by everyone – the pilgrims, the
members of the Hospitalite but most
especially the youth of the Diocese. He
connected with them through his unending
sense of fun. He was also a very
compassionate priest, always thinking of

others who were less fortunate in life due to
illness. A kind, generous, fun-loving priest and
friend who we all are blessed to have had the
privilege of knowing.”

Breda Moloney, who was a great friend, as
well as a Holy Trinity parishioner, of Canon
Gerry’s, said: “He had an extraordinary gift to
have an interest in all people and an amazing
memory for names and faces.

“His ability to make people of all creeds and
religions welcome to whatever he was
celebrating was brilliant. He was able to be
both a priest and a friend to many people.”
● Several other members of Archdiocesan
clergy have died recently. They are Father
Patrick Farrelly, Father Brian Doolan, Father
John Dewis, Father John Francis Ellis,
Father Jim McGloin and Deacon Michael
Ainsworth. We pray for them and give
thanks for their lives.

Tributes paid to ‘lively, cheerful
and faith-led’ Canon Gerry Breen
T

Canon Gerry Breen,
who is wearing a 
cross presented to him
when he became an
Honorary Chaplain of
the Lourdes Sanctuary.
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EEKLY meditations have been
taking place, focusing on a unique
set of paintings by a renowned

Catholic artist, to help mark The God Who
Speaks celebrations in the Archdiocese.

Father Dries van den Akker, a member of
the formation team of

the International
Novitiate based

in Harborne,
Birmingham,
has been
carrying out

contemplative,
spiritual talks
which reflect 

on the art of
Peter Clare

and its

connection to the Gospel of St Matthew.
Every Sunday, Father Dries analyses the

gospel text and how it is portrayed and
interpreted in Peter’s St Matthew cycle
collection of paintings.

It forms just one of a number of events
taking place throughout 2020 observing the
year of The God Who Speaks initiative, which
marks the 10th anniversary of Pope Benedict
XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on the Word of
the Lord. 

Father Dries, who is an expert on the
history of western Christian art, said: “My aim
has been to provide a meditation for each
Sunday’s Gospel, parallelling the Gospel text
with one of a sequence of paintings by Peter
Clare. 

“Using the luminous depth of Peter’s work,
the meditations provide an ideal way to
engage with the Word of God.”

Peter, who taught at Blessed Humphrey
Middlemore Catholic Comprehensive in
Harborne and later at Matthew Boulton
College, also in Birmingham, retired to paint
in 1992.

He is regarded by many critics as a major
contemporary religious artist and he
produces works that stem from a profound
Christian experience of life.

His current work – the St Matthew cycle of

paintings – is on loan to the Jesuit
community in Harborne and The Journey
cycle, which was produced in the 1980s, is
with the Westhill Endowment Trust in
Birmingham.

Other activities throughout 2020 will aim
to encourage Catholics to engage more
actively with the Word of God in personal
prayer, the celebration of the Liturgy and in
living out the implications in their own lives.

Many events are taking place in parishes
and schools throughout the year and people
are encouraged to take part.

Among the most eye-catching events will
be the special biblical theming of the annual
flower festival at St Chad’s Cathedral, with
each floral arrangement linked to a passage
in the scriptures. It takes place from 12 to 14
June.

Anyone wishing to help shape the festival
is encouraged to attend The God Who Speaks
– Flower Festival Coffee Morning, which will
take place at Cathedral House, next to St
Chad’s, on 18 March from 9am to 11am. 

Please email organiser Anne Symonds 
to confirm attendance –
annets103@hotmail.co.uk.

Further upcoming events will be 
published on the Archdiocese website
throughout the year.

Spiritual talks reflect on gospel
paintings by renowned artist 
W

Father Dries van den Akker with a painting from artist Peter Clare’s 
St Matthew’s cycle collection. The painting depicts a nativity scene with
the three wise men bringing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Catholic artist
Peter Clare.
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CLIVE Dytor has a multi-faceted
background in the Royal Marines,
the Anglican Church and the
teaching profession.

He is now looking forward to
becoming a country priest serving
West Oxfordshire.

Aged 63 and married with two
children, Welsh-born Clive has a
degree in Arabic from Trinity
College, Cambridge.

He was a Royal Marines Officer
until the age of 30, serving in
Belfast during the Troubles, in the
South Atlantic in the Falklands war
and the Persian Gulf with Special
Forces.

He was awarded an Oxford
degree in Theology at Anglican
Theological College and went on
to take up posts as a curate in
Walsall and chaplain in Tonbridge
School.

Clive was subsequently received

into the Catholic Church in 1994.
Moving into the academic field he
became a Housemaster at St
Edward’s School, Oxford,
Headmaster at the Oratory School
near Reading and then
Schoolmaster at Bruern Abbey
School.

“After being an Anglican
clergyman for five years I am now
returning to the plough after a gap
of more than 25 years,” said Clive,
whose hobbies include following
Welsh rugby and speaking Spanish.

“My time at Oscott College has
been invaluable and also fun – I
have thoroughly enjoyed being
with my fellow Seminarians. My
studies have concentrated on
Canon Law and I have received
excellent spiritual formation and
guidance from the staff alongside
all the practical preparation for
priesthood.”

BENEDICT Skipper experienced
his vocation at a young age. Now
aged 25, the Bath-born seminarian
felt increasingly called to the
priesthood from the age of 14
onwards.

“As a teenager I spent a week at
the Christian monastic fraternity
in Taize, France, with my dad and
younger brother,” he said. “This
was a life-changing opportunity to
grow in my relationship with the
Lord and it was over that week
that I first chose to pray.

“Unexpectedly I quickly began
to feel called, in prayer, to the
priesthood. I was also following
the example of a good and holy
priest in my home parish.”

On leaving sixth form, at the
age of 18, he applied for seminary
formation and initially studied at
the Royal English College in
Valladolid, Spain.

Later embarking on the six

years of continuous study at St
Mary’s College, Oscott, Benedict
relished the opportunity to
develop a stable and committed
prayer life.

“I have enjoyed the many
wonderful opportunities we are
provided with, such as study and
placements,” he said.

Ordination to the Diaconate has
been the “high point” of Benedict’s
time as a seminarian and he has
found the continuous study “both
a joy and a challenge”.

“But even more so has been my
own self discovery and
the growth I hope has
taken place within me,
both spiritually and human,
over the years of formation,”
he added.

Benedict is looking forward to
the “great joy” of celebrating Mass
for the first time when he is
ordained as a priest.

Four new priests will shortly be welcomed to the Archdiocese when they are ordained at St Chad’s Cathedral in July. Here The Sower puts the spotlight on seminarians 
Clive Dytor, Benedict Skipper, Alex Taylor and Sean Gough who are nearing the end of their discernment and formation at St Mary’s College, Oscott. They will join Father John
Waters, Father Marco Egawhary and Father Ryan Service (ordained last year and soon to return from Rome) to bring the Archdiocese’s complement of new priests up to seven.

ALEX Taylor is delighted to have
done his training for priesthood in
the heart of the Archdiocese.

He feels seminary is a privileged
place – and he was surprised to be
elected as Student Dean (head boy)
by his peers last year. 

Aged 30, Alex was born in the
parish of Saints Mary and Modwen
in Burton upon Trent.

He completed a National
Diploma in Computing but after
discovering he was “hopeless at
technology” opted for the life
experience of working in a factory
for five years. “I consider my path
to priesthood came about through
working with ordinary people and
being involved in the parish’s St
Vincent de Paul Society (SVP)
group,” he said.

The example of faith in other
people, including his former parish

priest and his family, prompted
him to decide to train as a priest.

He drew inspiration from St John
Henry Newman and Blessed
Dominic Barberi whose
intercession he has often sought.

“As a seminarian I have enjoyed
the chance to push myself in ways
I never knew possible,” added Alex.

“Highlights of my time as a
seminarian have included being
ordained as a deacon and
attending the Canonisation of 
Saint John Henry in Rome.

“It has been a real joy to train
with so many different people and
become comfortable in myself that
this is what God calls me to do, not
for me but for God and others.”

Alex is looking forward to his
ordination and is keen to get
started and immerse himself in
parish life.

Ex-Royal Marine to
‘return to the plough’

Pastoral working is
highlight of formation

Calling to priesthood
began as a teenager 

Other people’s faith
prompted his decision

SEAN Gough’s route to becoming a
seminarian included spending his gap
year at the Diocesan Youth Retreat
Centre at Alton Castle.

In the five years between going to
St Francis of Assisi Catholic
Technology College in his home town
of Walsall he also studied for a degree
in philosophy and history with the
Open University.

Away from the academic sphere he
worked with adults with learning
difficulties and spent some time
assisting at the chaplaincy to the
University of Birmingham.

“I first started considering that God
may be calling me to be a priest when
I was about 12,” said Sean. “The sense
of being called was not especially clear
but it has been persistent as soon as
this relationship started to grow. 

“Whenever in my life I have taken
the call seriously and pursued it in

any way it has grown stronger and
deeper, most especially during my
time at seminary.”

While at St Mary’s College Sean has
especially enjoyed the “hands on”
experiences of working with children,
prisoners, hospital patients, elderly
people and parishioners.

“For me, the highlight of my
formation so far has been this pastoral
side – working with God’s people,” he
said. “The joy comes from feeling that
you have been able to be a bridge to
Christ for them in any way.”

Sean appreciates living in a
community of faith with people who
have a common vision.

“When I look at the blessings God
has poured out on people throughout
my time in seminary I’m sure that
these graced opportunities will only
multiply when I become a priest,” he
added.

Clive Dytor. Benedict Skipper.

Sean Gough.

Alex Taylor.
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A Parable
for our time

ESUS tells a story of a rich
man who has three
servants. He gives each

servant an amount of money,
referred to as talents and possibly
talents of gold, based upon that
man’s ability to steward and care
for the money. 

The first servant is given five
talents, the second is given two
talents and the third is given one. 

The master told them to care
for his money and the first two
servants used the talents to trade
and gain profit. They returned to
their master with double the
talents.

The third servant was fearful
and hid the one talent he was
trusted with, returning just one
talent to his master. The master
scolded him saying that he
should have invested the money
and received interest.

Jesus uses the parable to help
us understand our calling as
Christians and our responsibility
to use what God has given us to
bring Him glory and honour. 

We have the most valuable gift
of all, the Word of God and the
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.
This gift is for us to share with
others through our words and
actions. It is a great responsibility
with great reward as described in
the parable of the talents.

The parable also reminds me in
particular of how valuable the
contribution of volunteers is
across the whole Archdiocese –
many of whom I have the
pleasure and privilege to meet
and work with.  

This is recognised by the
Charity Commission too as we
are required to make a monetary
estimate of this help the
Archdiocese receives – which in
2018 amounted to some
£10 million and involved more

than 11,000 people who see their
work as an integral part of their
vocation. These people use their
talents whether it be helping with
the finances, cleaning the church,
reading at Mass, music, or
visiting the sick – the list is
endless.  

All of these wonderful people
are using their talents for the
glory of God just as Jesus teaches.

A number of us (about 250
across the Archdiocese) are

fortunate to be paid for the work
we do. Again we are fulfilling the
message of the parable especially
as many also do additional work
beyond that for which we are
paid – either directly within our
role or indirectly with other work
we do in our own parishes or
other church organisations, or
indeed other charities and
organisations.

I would like to encourage all of
our parishioners to consider how

they might use their own talents
to further the mission of the
Church and to follow the
teachings of Our Lord. Have a
word with your priest – soon.

The parable of the talents
should encourage us and
challenge us to take what God
has given us and invest in the
kingdom of God. There is great
reward waiting for those who
steward well with what the Lord
has given them.

Message of story is: put to good
use the ‘talents’ God has given us 

Continuing the series where The Sower highlights how the
parables of Jesus are strongly relevant in modern-day life,
Steve Roche, Head of Finance for the Archdiocese, explains
how the parable of the talents reminds him how valuable the
contribution of volunteers across the Archdiocese is.

J

Steve Roche

“

”

All of these
wonderful people are
using their talents for
the glory of God just
as Jesus teaches.
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OPE Francis’ call for an Extraordinary
Month of Mission sparked a wave of
growing enthusiasm throughout the

Archdiocese.
A wide cross-section of people were

energised and inspired by a series of
initiatives last October. A Day of Mission saw
40 young adults take to Birmingham city
centre to share their faith by speaking with
people, singing and saying prayers.

Such has been the impact of this
missionary initiative that many of the same
young adults are set to travel across to Oxford
to join a city-wide celebration starting in June.

Catholic parishes in the University city are
to offer different forms of mission over three
weeks – and a key aim is to encourage young
people to deepen their relationship with Jesus.

The missionary activities in the Archdiocese

are being co-ordinated by the Evangelisation
Department and the Diocesan Education
Service working with the Birmingham
Catholic Youth Service and the Columban
Missionaries, with the Vocations Department
and seminarians from St Mary’s College,
Oscott, also involved.

“Taking part in the Day of Mission had a
really big impact on the young people
involved,” said Natalie Orefice, Advisor for
Parish Evangelisation. “They are keen to
continue their street evangelisation and they
are challenging themselves to take part in
that sort of mission for the future.” 

During the Extraordinary Month of Mission
the Columbans helped organise walks
through the city accompanied by missionaries
as well as Skype interviews with Columban
priests abroad. 

At John Henry Newman Catholic College,
Birmingham, James Trewby, Columban Justice
and Peace Education worker, liaised with
teachers to co-ordinate a “Mission Project”. 

Groups of inspired students met
missionaries around Birmingham, visited a
welcome centre for asylum seekers and
marched for climate change.

“Our goal was to ensure our students could
immerse themselves in experiences to more
fully appreciate the ‘definite service’ that God
has called them into and about which our
patron spoke so confidently,” said Matt
Morgan, Strategic Director for Catholic Life at
the college.
● Anyone wishing to help share the Good
News in Oxford between May 25 and June 14
should email Natalie at natalie.orefice@
rc-birmingham.org.

P

Month of Mission call sparks
a wave of growing enthusiasm

Pupils from John Henry Newman Catholic
College took the message of sustainability
out into the community as part of their
Mission Project. They are, left to right,
Khrys, Ruvimbo, Rosa and Marni.
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AITH and photography
have been two constants
in Peter Harrington’s life.

So it is no surprise that he has
found a way of combining his
devotion to the Catholic Church
with his great interest to
pictorially record many of the
wonderful things he has seen and
experienced.

For decades, Peter has been
photographing everything from
church services and pilgrimages
to historic buildings and
fascinating Archdiocesan
documents.

Along the
way he has
captured famous
faces, landmark
occasions and,
often, the sheer
joy of praising the
Lord through his
talent behind
the camera.

He has become
a regular feature at St Chad’s
Cathedral – and his work is now
a significant record of
Archdiocesan life since the 1960s.

The good news is that at 83 he
has no plans for retiring and will
keep going for – in his own words
– “as long as I am useful”.

Peter, from Stourbridge, said:
“Photographing the events is part
of my mission to help in some
small way. I see myself as an
observer and a recorder and I’m
always happiest behind my
camera.

“I’ve a great interest in
photography and being able to
combine it with my love for the
Church has really been a
blessing. I’m always pleased to
take the call to come and cover
an event. And with the continued
support of my wife of 60 years,
Patricia, I intend to carry on.”

Peter’s passion for photography
began at an early age. He was
only seven when he started to
accompany his uncle to cover
weddings using a black and white
plate camera. 

“We would rush back to
develop the pics in his dark room
– which was in the cellar of my

gran’s house – and we used a 
gas-lit enlarger to produce the
prints so they were available later
the same day,” he said.

Not long after, he received his
first camera from his father – a
Zeiss Ikon, complete with a
folding bellow – and his hobby
grew from there.

Later, in the 1960s when his
son Frank was undertaking
Diaconal studies at St Mary’s
College, Oscott, Peter was invited
to take photos of the graduates.
Similarly, he was booked to
photograph events at the
Maryvale Institute.

Soon his services were in great
demand throughout the
Archdiocese. He covered most of
the annual Harvington Hall
Pilgrimages and carried out a
project to photograph historic
buildings and locations linked to
the Church for Maryvale Lecturer
and historian Michael Hodgetts.

He also covered the annual
Flower Festival at St Chad’s as
well as ordinations, anniversaries,

services and special events on
many occasions.

By this time, Peter had turned
his hobby into a profession and
provided industrial photographic
services to companies in the 
West Midlands and also signed 
up as club photographer for
Wolverhampton Wanderers for 
20 years.

He added: “Despite turning
professional, my price was always
right for the Archdiocese – that
is, it was free! I did it because of
my love for the Church and I
would never accept any payment.”

One of his most complicated
assignments was taking some
aerial pictures of St Chad’s.

“It required gaining access to
the nearby BT Tower so I could
take the photos of the cathedral
from the top,” he said. “It wasn’t
easy to get permission but after
three weeks of putting in requests
and a letter from the Archbishop
we finally got the green light and
I took the photo we wanted.”

Like many photographers, Peter

has had fleeting opportunities to
meet famous people and, even,
royalty.

However, he remembers with
great fondness taking photos of
Cardinal Vincent Nichols during
his tenure as Archbishop of
Birmingham. “Just like
Archbishop Bernard, he is a 
very warm and wonderfully
considerate person and we got 
on very well during the photo
shoots.”  

Peter’s other great calling is his
work as a Youth Officer for the
Catenian Association. He gives
many speeches to the young
members of the community and
also runs an annual public
speaking competition.     

He added: “It is so wonderful to
meet and talk with so many
young people about their faith.
To hear how they care for things
like social justice really moves me
to work with them. Like so many
things I do in connection with
the Church it has become a way
of life for me.”

F
Peter Harrington
with his first ever

camera, a Zeiss Ikon
complete with a

folding bellow, and
his latest Canon

camera.  

Above, Peter gained access to
the nearby BT Tower to achieve
this high angle view of St Chad’s.

Left, Pope Benedict XVI was
caught on camera by Peter
celebrating an open-air Mass at
Cofton Park, Coventry, during
his visit to the UK in 2010.

Below, Carole Costello was
photographed by Peter with
gold and silver awards she won
for her floral display at the 2018
St Chad’s Flower Festival. 

Left, Cardinal Vincent
Nichols was
photographed
alongside Lord Alton of
Liverpool by Peter at
an awards event held
for Maryvale students
at St Chad’s in 2012.

Above left, Peter
captured this
atmospheric shot at
Leeds Cathedral in
2007 during a colourful
performance of Born
For This by CJM
Music.  

Faith and photography have
become a way of life for Peter
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What is the most rewarding thing about
being a Catholic school headteacher?

Seeing students grow – being a
Headteacher is about establishing
standards within the students and ensuring
that they are maintained across all aspects
of the school. Standards are based upon
the Gospel Values which are at the root of
our moral purpose and social teaching.  

Watching students learn to respect these
values from their early teen years through
to young adults is truly rewarding.

As a faith leader, how do you nurture your
own faith? 

One of the features of a Catholic school is
the openness with which spirituality can
be discussed. In an increasingly secular
world it is important for us all to explore
life’s big questions through the lens of the
Gospel. Taking time out with retreats or
just spending some quiet time with God is
part of this reflective process. 

How does the journey through Lent impact
on your school?

We stop and focus on our impact on the
world and those around us – it is a very
powerful time. We embrace three Lenten
Projects and the students focus their
energy on finding out more about them
and raising money on their behalf. 

It’s a collaborative and enjoyable time of
the year, with forms planning some
ingenious and entrepreneurial ways to
raise funds and support the local
community but above all coming together
to celebrate the true meaning of Lent.

What do you do to relax?

To truly relax I switch off the phone/emails
and focus on my family – they are very
supportive of my role but equally they
deserve attention. We often go away and
immerse ourselves in games and walks. 

On the rare occasion I will dabble in
some cycling, it keeps the body going!

Continuing a series of regular features, The Sower
asks the same four questions of four people carrying
out similar service in the Archdiocese. 
Here, we put the questions to four 
Catholic school headteachers.

What is the most rewarding thing about
being a Catholic school headteacher?

It has to be the impact on Catholic Life
and spirituality of the pupils. 

Sharing the Gospel with the school
community happens every day,
whether it is leading assembly, talking
to parents or helping in the dining
hall. 

It is rewarding to see pupils develop
and flourish as they make progress in
every aspect of their study and choose
to use the virtues we teach them in
their everyday lives.

As a faith leader, how do you nurture
your own faith?

Prayer is an important part of my life.
Prayer can help us face and overcome
all types of struggles and this
communication with God gives me the
strength to reflect and make
ethically-based decisions. 

I also like to read religious books
and visit different places of worship
including Knock and Lourdes.

How does the journey through Lent impact on
your school?

This year, our whole community, including
the parishioners from St Hugh’s and St
Peter’s, will be invited to participate in
special events in school including Mass,
classroom prayer and charitable giving. 

Children will focus on key Lenten
scriptures and draw closer to Jesus through
greater reflection on His words and actions.
We will continue to support Father Hudson’s
Care. In school, our highly motivated team
of Catholic Ambassadors are planning a
series of events to raise money for other
locally chosen charities.

What do you do to relax?

I play piano and enjoy travelling around the
country to various events to play in an Irish
Ceilidh band. This is not only a great way to
meet and entertain new people, but also a
good way to keep practising my piano skills. 

I have also recently started to play the
ukulele which I have incorporated into
assemblies. After school, I also like to keep
fit and manage to run at least twice a week.

Katherine Marston is Headteacher of Saint John
Wall Catholic School at Handsworth, Birmingham.

Daniel O’Connor is the Principal of Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic Primary School at Witney, Oxfordshire.

What is the most rewarding thing about
being a Catholic school headteacher?

My original desire to enter the teaching
profession was to work with young children
and help them to develop as good, well
rounded individuals. This is still my calling
today and one which drives my work.

As a Catholic Headteacher there is the
additional reward of developing the school
family and parish. It is a position of
honour and a position which I approach
with humility each day.

As a faith leader, how do you nurture your
own faith? 

We concentrate on nurturing the faith of
those around us. It is easy to forget about
nourishing our own faith. I am fortunate
enough to have enrolled on the National
School of Formation which has provided
me with many moments of deep
contemplation, new perspective and much
needed time to simply stop and reflect. 

It has been a joy and privilege to listen to
the thoughts and ideas of such renowned
and inspirational Catholic figures.

How does the journey through Lent impact
on your school?
During our journey through Lent the
atmosphere throughout our school
transforms. It is a time of reflection,
preparation and of bustling excitement. 

Our teaching staff unite in our personal
preparation with 7am Mass each Friday,
children excitedly look forward to
undertaking their charity work,
completing their Lent challenges and
preparing worship for each other and their
families. Alongside the busyness, there sits
a quiet time of personal reflection.

What do you do to relax?

I am fortunate that I am able to find
relaxation in the countryside where I live.
I have always felt a sense of awe but also
comfort in nature. I am an animal lover
and spend my spare time taking care of
our dogs and cats. My family are a great
source of joy even in their teenage years! 

Finally I enjoy watching a good film
whilst eating a bar of chocolate, or two –
but not during Lent of course!

Denise Mellor is the Headteacher of St Mary’s
Primary School at Newcastle-under-Lyme.

Gerald O’Connor is the Principal of St Augustine’s
High School and Sixth Form Centre at Redditch.

What is the most rewarding thing about
being a Catholic school headteacher?

I am privileged to serve young people
and their families, and work with
amazing colleagues, to change lives
for the better. It is most rewarding
enabling pupils to discover their gifts
and talents and shape their aspirations
for the future. Chatting with pupils, or
a simple ‘good morning’, are reminders
of their uniqueness and diversity and
the joy they bring to my role. 

Every day is different and, even
after 26 years, I am still surprised,
amused or challenged by pupils'
personalities and ideas.

As a faith leader, how do you nurture
your own faith?

I still have the Bible that was
presented to me at Sunday School in
1978. I regularly refer to it when
preparing Collective Worship. I
recently participated in the About
Being Catholic programme and was
confirmed as a Catholic last Easter. 

I have been warmly welcomed into
St Mary’s Parish and both the Church
and school surround me with 
role-models who inspire me to hear

and respond to what God calls me to
be.

How does the journey through Lent
impact on your school?
As a Catholic School for All we
educate pupils from a range of
cultures. There are over 50 languages
spoken and it is a truly multi-faith
community. We therefore try to make
Lent real and relevant to all. 

This year’s theme is ‘journeying in
the Kingdom of God’. For Lent we will
be counting our footsteps on the
journey with Jesus to raise money. 

We also spread the impact into the
community; pupils design and deliver
Easter cards.

What do you do to relax?

I enjoy playing netball for Linden
netball club. I have many networks
including ‘Tapas Tuesdays’ and the
‘Old Bags’ (nickname from a pupil!). 

I find their friendship invaluable.
Recently I bought a motorhome and
am steadily touring the UK. This has
reminded me of the beautiful wonders
of God’s creation right on our
doorstep. 
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IBLE study modules
especially relevant to
the Year of the Word

2020 are being offered by the
Maryvale Institute.

The Study Guides to the New
Testament are valuable aids to a
reflective, meditative reading of
the scriptural texts and they can
be studied alone at home or as
part of a parish study group.

The guides are good examples
of the Independent Study options
provided by the Maryvale
Institute, allowing new ways of
flexible faith formation for adults
who want to learn at their own
pace.

For people who are pressed for
time, have family commitments
or who want to stagger the cost,
the option of distance learning in
“bite-size” modules is
increasingly attractive.

“The 10 New Testament study
guides used to be offered as a
course but nowadays people
prefer the modular approach,
building up their learning as they
choose,” said Dr Marie Cooke,
Further Education Programme
Director.

The mix-and-match philosophy
allows students to choose
modules one-at-a-time for study
instead of committing to a    

long-term programme. For
example, one
module of the
Certificate in
New Testament

Studies (again,
especially

relevant in this
Year of the Word)

could be chosen
for special interest.

The modular

format also applies to the
department’s comprehensive
range of Certificate courses in
Scripture, Catechesis, the
Catholic Catechism and
formation for Ministry in parishes
or in hospital chaplaincy.

These FE courses are all Level
Three, part-time, distance learning
courses where participants learn
from specially-written study
books and online webinar
seminars, studying from home at
their own pace.

“With the modular approach
people can progress at their own

rate, with no deadlines for study
or submission of assignments,
and all they need is an internet
connection to be able to study
via our webinars at home, at a
time of their choosing,” said Dr
Cooke.

“Parishes can choose from 
our wide range of Independent 
Study modules, forming study
groups of parishioners to 
discuss and support their
progress, and receiving a
Maryvale Independent Study
Certificate award for any
completed modules of study.”

MARRIAGE Care is a Catholic charity
providing marriage preparation and
relationship counselling in the Archdiocese 
of Birmingham and across dioceses in
England and Wales. 

The charity believes that healthy
relationships make for better lives, more
stable families and a stronger society and
that supporting couple relationships is a
matter of social justice as poor

relationships lead to greater inequalities in
our society. Marriage Care has been
supporting people on their relationship
journeys for more than 70 years. 

It is the largest faith-based provider of
relationship support services in England
and Wales, committed in all aspects of
work to sharing the real joy of the
Catholic understanding of marriage and
family life, as good news for all people.

Those interested in doing a marriage
preparation course and those seeking
relationship counselling services can contact
our appointments team on 0800 389 3801 or
visit our website, www.marriagecare.org.uk 
to find out more. 

People interested in volunteering with
Marriage Care, or who would just like to know
more, please contact volunteer@marriagecare.
org.uk or visit the charity’s website.

Charity supports couples on their relationship journeys

One-at-a-time Bible study modules
now on offer at Maryvale Institute
B

Further Education
Programme Director 

Dr Marie Cooke at the
Maryvale Institute.

Below left,a selection
of course leaflets.
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IONNUALA Hegarty finds being
a Trustee of Father Hudson’s
Care extremely fulfilling. She

was approached to take on the role
when she retired as Headteacher of 
Saint John Fisher Catholic College in
Newcastle-under-Lyme.

During her time at the secondary
school she had worked with the
Archdiocese’s principal social care
agency in a family support project and
realised what an “absolutely wonderful
service” they provided. Before that – at
the age of eight in Birmingham where
her family settled after moving from
Ireland – she was acquainted with
Father Hudson’s Care because her father
used to organise collections for them.

Now living back in Birmingham,
Fionnuala has joined the Board of
Trustees and is a member of the
Children and Families Sub-Committee.

Her role covers the work of the

various community projects across the
Archdiocese including Young at Heart,
Tabor House and Brushstrokes. 

“It’s all about reaching out to the 
most vulnerable and those in
need,” she said. “My work as a
Trustee is directly linked to
faith, the Gospels and scripture,
especially the Epistle of St James
and his teaching on faith being
linked to action and not treating
people differently because of
their situation.

“Being a Trustee of
an organisation like
Father Hudson’s
Care is immensely
fulfilling.”

F

TONY Broom has extensive
experience of being a Trustee.
He took up the unpaid role at
St Mary’s College, Oscott, in
the early 1990s after retiring
from his post as financial
controller/director of a major
international engineering
group.

Tony had exceptional
previous experience – but
anyone with skills or
knowledge to offer can apply.

His remit included attending
and contributing to Trustee
meetings, helping to strike a
balance between making sure
the charity was doing what it
was set up to do and having
the necessary funds to meet
these objectives.

“An important part of the
Trustees’ work is to ensure

that the governance of the
charity is sound,” said Tony. 

“This means essentially that
the charity is run with
effective controls,
transparency and complying
with the Charity Commission
requirements.

“The major fulfilment I 
have gained from being a
Trustee is feeling that you 
are contributing to both the
Church and to Society.

“Although it is an unpaid
role there are many
attractions of being a Trustee
at the College, not least being
able to attend Oscott’s
ordinations and carol services. 

“There are normally four
Trustee meetings a year with
additional time spent on
committee meetings.”

Reaching out to
the vulnerable

Vital work to ensure charity Governance is sound

Former
Headteacher

Fionnuala
Hegarty.

Tony Broom pictured in
the Pugin room at St
Mary’s College, Oscott.

Working as a Trustee for one of the many charities within the Archdiocese is at the same
time extremely fulfilling and vital in helping to sustain much-needed care for those who
are vulnerable and in need. Here, two Trustees give their insights into the role.

● Anyone wishing to enquire about becoming 
a Trustee for Father Hudson’s Care can contact Chief Executive 
Andy Quinn at andyquinn@fatherhudsons.org.uk or phone 07966 935533.

● Anyone interested in becoming a Trustee at Oscott College
should email Trusteeapplications@oscott.org 
Phone enquiries to Jackie Hall on 0121 321 5030.
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THE Kenelm Youth Trust is
hosting a celebration of The Year
of The Word and what it means for
young Catholics. 

Proud 2 Profess 2020 takes
place at St Mary’s College, Oscott,
and delves into the history of
heroes of the Bible. It also explores
the most pivotal part of scripture
depicting the passion, death and
resurrection of Our Lord through
animated Stations of the Cross.

It takes place on Saturday
4 April between 11am and 6pm
and costs £5 to take part. 

Contact megan.cox@kenelm
youthtrust.org.uk

DETAILS have been announced
on two popular annual
pilgrimages undertaken by the
Archdiocese. The pilgrimage to
the Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham will take place on
Saturday 9 May. Enquiries to
Walsingham.Pilgrimage@
rcaob.org.uk

Meanwhile, this year’s
Hednesford Pilgrimage to the
Diocesan shrine of Our Lady of
Lourdes is in the calendar for
Sunday 5 July. 

Pilgrims are encouraged to join
their parish coach or make their
own way to the Shrine to respond
to Our Lady’s invitation to come
in procession.

● For more details about upcoming
events visit the Archdiocese’s website:
www.birminghamdiocese.
org.uk/events 

What’s On
A packed programme of
events is taking place in the
months ahead.

A time of reflection, silence and
prayers is on offer for those involved
or interested in the work for peace
and social justice at a gathering of
prayer and contemplation.

A Lenten Retreat is being
organised by the Justice and Peace
Commission, taking the theme 
“The world is in Transformation 
and so is Mission – Changes bring
Opportunities”.

It takes place on Saturday
14 March from 9.30am until 4.30pm
at St Paul’s Convent in Selly Oak.

It is priced at £5 with concessions
going free. To register contact
bham.jandp@gmail.com

OUTH Ministry in the Archdiocese
is being shaped in response to
feedback from young people in the

wake of the Vatican’s 2018 Synod on Young
People, the Faith and Vocational
Discernment.

Young Catholics have sent out the
message “We Want Our Lives to Matter” –
and in response listening hubs and enhanced
ways of accompanying young adults’ faith
journeys are being introduced across the
Archdiocese.

The Kenelm Youth Trust, working in close
collaboration with the Vocations department,
has entered into a dialogue with young
adults to understand what it means to be a
young person today.

The views of young people from around
20 Diocesan schools were gathered in the
run-up to the Vatican’s Synod and included
in a post-Synod report published by the
Kenelm Youth Trust.

Taking into account the views expressed in
the Archdiocese, and in light of the final
papal document Christus Vivit (Christ is
Alive – an exhortation following the youth
Synod), the report is entitled Youth, the Faith
and Vocational Discernment – the voice of
young people from across the Archdiocese of
Birmingham 2018.

Themes that young people have shared as
barriers to belief or as key concerns include

science and faith, suffering, sexuality and
questions around gender, and finding an
authentic role while being co-responsible for
the mission of the Church in the World.

“We are committed to following up the
requests of our young people by continuing
with Synod-style Think Tanks, evenings and
events for young adults where the faith can
be discussed and debated in intelligent
ways,” said Sandra Satchell, Chief Executive
Officer of the Kenelm Youth Trust.

“From work in schools and with young
adults, themes are emerging that we hope to
develop in conversations and on retreats
along with opportunities to include young
people in our youth ministry settings in both
one-to-one and group settings.

“We are currently training our youth
ministers and clergy, encouraging everyone
to accompany our young people more
intentionally, as Jesus did with those disciples
walking away from Jerusalem after the
Crucifixion.”

The success of a trial of listening hubs as a
model for Accompaniment during World
Youth Day has led to their continuance in
settings such as Church Ablaze.

These fun days of activities and workshops
at Alton Castle are piloting methods of
discerning gifts as young adults aged 16-30
embark on a journey of discovery to
understand their unique charisms (the

spiritual gifts we are given to fulfil the
mission of the Church).

Young people who attended Church
Ablaze were accompanied throughout the
day by experienced lay people and religious
who also formed part of the listening hub. 

At the listening hub, young people could
speak about what they felt their role in the
Church is, how they are being called to
serve, how this makes them feel and
reassuring them that the Church is always
listening to the voice of young people.

Meanwhile Think Tanks, which were
originally set up to listen to voices of more
than 1,000 young people from across the
Archdiocese in the run-up to the Synod, are
being continued on a yearly basis.

“One of the most striking things for us was
how surprised the young people were that
the Church wanted to hear them,” said Becci
Roseman, Lay Chaplain Co-ordinator of the
Kenelm Youth Trust. “We wanted them to
know that what they said would have an
impact and shape the ongoing work of the
youth service.

“So one year later we returned to the
schools to tell the young people what a
difference the Think Tanks had made.

“Again, their surprise that we had returned
with results, data and a way forward
convinced us that we needed to embed these
listening exercises into our ministry.”

Y
Elizabeth Cox, left, and Niamh Collins, right, are
welcomed with croissants to the Church Ablaze event
by Kenelm Youth Trust Volunteer Rebecca Mills.

Kenelm Youth Trust Development Worker Megan Cox leads a discussion at the Church Ablaze event.

Taking part in “listening
hubs” activities at Alton

Castle are Sister
MaryAnne FCJ and

attendee Lucas Weaver. Soli Assistant Director
Tommy Rowan with
the event poster.

Feedback from young people is
shaping future of Youth Ministry



UPILS of the Painsley Catholic
Academy Group know exactly what 
a good meal can mean for improving

their studies and aiding their ability to learn.
That is why they are so passionate about
helping a worldwide project which aims to 
put a nutritious plate of food in front of every
child in a place of education, whatever their
background or circumstances.

So far students from the 15 schools (two
high schools and 13 primaries) within the
group have raised tens of thousands of
pounds for Mary’s Meals.

The registered charity establishes school
feeding programmes in some of the world’s
poorest communities, where chronic hunger
and poverty prevent children from gaining an
education. Inspired by its work, the North
Staffordshire-based Academy Group has been
raising money since 2014 through a range of
activities. 

And there is no let up this year, with all of
the schools within the Academy taking part in
a campaign they have called 20:20 for Mary.

The campaign was set up to motivate each
child and staff member to have raised a target
of £20 for the charity by February and then
another £20 by the end of July. 

So far the combined efforts of both Painsley
Catholic College and Blessed William Howard
High School have raised more than £30,000 –
with totals from all the primary schools
coming in at more than £13,000.

Events have included non-school uniform
days, cake sales, competitions and

supermarket bag packs. Painsley Catholic
College, based in Cheadle, helped the charity
previously. 

During the school’s 50th anniversary year in
2014, the students were asked to choose a
charity that they would like to fundraise for
and unanimously selected Mary’s Meals.

Painsley Catholic College’s Principal, Rachel
Waugh, said: “The concept of Mary’s Meals is
so very simple and yet effective, it really
appealed to our students.

“It is about providing children with a daily
meal at a place of education. This really
resonated with our pupils.”

During 2014 Painsley raised a
staggering £57,000, something which
charity founder and Chief Executive,
Magnus Macfarlane-Barrow,
described as one of the largest single
donations he has received. 

To show his support for their
latest campaign he visited both
Painsley Catholic College and the
Group’s other high school Blessed
William Howard, in Stafford, to
deliver assemblies.

Mary’s Meals was founded in
2002 and has grown from its first
feeding operation of 200 children

in Malawi to a worldwide
campaign.

Karl Brown, Principal at Blessed
William Howard, said: “Our students
and staff have come up with the
most wonderful ideas. They have
shown they can unite and reach out
to children across the world who are
in need of both an education and
food to change their lives.”

Helping
to feed
hungry
children
around
the world
P

Updating the Mary’s Meals totalizer at
Blessed William Howard are, left to right,
Oskar of Saint Dominic’s Primary, Stone,
Rosie of Saint Anne’s Primary, Stafford,
and Grace of Blessed William Howard.

With their Mary’s Meals money boxes are Olivia,
left, and Daniel, right of St Joseph’s Primary,

Uttoxeter, and Roxanne, second left, and
Arthur, second right of St Mary’s Primary, Leek.

For editorial enquiries about The Sower please contact our publisher on 01782 829850
or email thesower@smith-davis.co.uk – the next issue is this summer. The Sower is
produced in conjunction with the Archdiocesan Communications Team.

24 The Sower Lent 2020


	Sower_01.pdf
	Sower_02-03.pdf
	Sower_04-05.pdf
	Sower_06-07.pdf
	Sower_08-09.pdf
	Sower_10-11.pdf
	Sower_12-13.pdf
	Sower_14-15.pdf
	Sower_16-17.pdf
	Sower_18-19.pdf
	Sower_20-21.pdf
	Sower_22-23.pdf
	Sower_24.pdf

